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MAK3  YOUR  HOUSE  "HSAr-HGH?"  POR  limSl?. 


Rath  Van  Deman,  Bureau  of  Home  Sconoiaics,  and  T^allace  Kadderly,  Chief,' 
Radio  Service,  U.  S.  D.  A.  Broadcast  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture's  por- 
tion of  the  .National  ?ara  and  Eor.e  Eof.r  Wednesaay,  October  7,  1942,  12:35-.  . 
12:40  E77T,  over  stations  aaeociated  with  the  Blue  Network. 

— ooOoo  — 

MITCESLL;     Ruth  Van  Dei.ian  and  I7allace  Kadderly,  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
ha-'.-e  some  infor;:ation  for  us — a  suhject  that  affects  all  of  us — ^how  to  keep  rrarm  . 
and  well  this  winter  in  spite  of  the  fuel  situation.    To  hear  what  they  have  to  say 
we  take  you  to  Washington, 

IIADD^TRLY:    As  ever-fhod^r  knows,  America  faces  a  serious  fuel  prohlem,    Thet^vcr  w.e 
live,  whatever  we  use  to  heat  our  hones  —  coal,  gas,  electricity,  wood',  or  oil  " — 
we've  got  to  save  fuel,     "^hat's  one  way  we  can  increase  America' s.  fighting. power... . , 
now  yesterda;^- RD.th  —  in  speakin.;;  of  the  nation's  food  supply  — you  assured  us  v^e 
can  "count  on  the  women"  to  help  manage  it  wisely,     I  hope  the  wowen  are  j-ust  as 
dc-epl;'-  concerned  v/ith  the  fu.ol  supply. 

RLTTH  VAN  DEl-LllI:     I  "believe  they  are,  Wallace,    Uith  a  war  on,  they're  getting  used 
to  all  sorts  of  new  responsibilities.    And  I  thinlc  you'd  be  surprised  to  know  how 
many  women  are  already  checking  up  on  stem  v/indows  and  weather-stripping,  and  ways 
to  stop  air-lepJcs  in  their  houses.  ' 

ZADDERLY:    That's  the  first  thing  to  do       make  the  house  "heat-tight"  n,gainst  the 
coming  winter.     The  experts  say  that  in  some  houses  you  can  redace  the  heat  loss  by 
as  2xxch.  as  50  percent  • —  with  storm  v/indows  and  doors,  v;eather~strip.ping,  insula- 
tion, and  so  on.  .  '    "  ' 

VAN  EEI^IAN;  One  thing. sure  : —  we  .can't  afford  to  heat  up  "all  outdoorc"  this  vanter 
—  \7ith  fuel  oil  being -rationed, 

ZADIERLY:    You  understand,  of  course,  tliat  there's  no  shortage  of  fuel  oil. 

VAN  DEI.IAN:    Yes,  tlie  pinch  cones  in  trnnsportation.  .  .  .. 

KADDSRIiY:    That's'  it,.  .We  can  produce  oil  the  fuel  oil  '.7e  need,  bu.t.we  don't  have 

the  trnnsDortation  to  Carry  it  to  all  parts  of  the  country  \7here  people  'are  used  to 
heating  their  homes  with  oil. 

VAN  DSIIAN:    And  the  problem  is  most  serious  on  the  ep.stern  seaboard. 

KADEERLY:  It  stn.rts  there.  For  one  thing,  the  sea-going  tnnlters  that  used  to,, 
carrj'  oil  from  Galveston  to  Boston  —  and  from  Corpus  Christi ;  to  New  York'^ —  are 
now  sailing  south,  to  Aastrnlia. 

VAN  DEIvIAl^T;    jjojjL  north,  to  }&i-mrtnsk? 

KjIDDERLY:    Hiosc  are  two  of  the  routes  they're  traveling  these  day's. 


(Over) 


VAN  IJEIvLUl:    Well,  I'll  save  fuel  any  day  —  to  keep  the  tankers  cariT.'ln-  war 
supplies  to  Australia  and  Russia, 

KADEEEIY;    And  to  keep  the  machines  running,  in  the  war  factories. 

VAN  lEMAIiT:    AlDsolutely.    But  in  spite  of  transportation  shortage  —  and  fuel  oil 
rationing  —  don't  you  think  we'll  "be  ahle  to  keep  our  hones  warn  enough  for  health 
and  comfort  tliis  winter? 

KA.DDEELY:    T7e  will  —  if  we  malte  our  homes  weather^tight ,  convert  more  oil  "burners 
to  coal,  and  cooperate  with  the  rationing  plan.    You  knov/  fuel  oil  is  "being  rationed 
now  in  30  States  —  on  the  Eastern  seahoard  and  in  the  Middle  West. 

VAN  lEIvIAIT:    So  far,  only  fuel  oil  is  "being  rationed. 

ILADIM'BLY :     That's  right,  Tmt  we'd  "better  "be  as  saving  as  possi"ble  with  all  tj^pes  of 
fuel  —  whether  it's  oil,  gas,  coke,  electricity,  or  coal,    Now  let's  go  "back  a 
minute  to  the  things  we  can  do  right  now  to  malce  the  house  easier  to  heat, 

VAN  BEIvIAJ;!:     It  mu.st  "be  pretty  hard  to  give  over-all  directions,  when  each  house  is 
a  separate  pro"blem, 

KADIIEEIY:    Well,  a  good  many  houses  have  pro"blems  in  common,    Por  example,  if  jj-qu 
live  in  a  one-story  house,  with  a  large  attic  floor,  you  mij^t  look  into  the  pro- 
position of  insulating  that  large  floor  space.     If  you  live  in  a  house  with  a  great 
many  windows  and  doors,  see  ahout  installing  storm  windows  and  dDors. 

VAN  lEIvIAN:    If  you  can't  afford  storm  windows  and  doors  all  over  the  hours,  how 
a"bout  putting  them  on  the  rooms  you  intend  to  live  in  this  winter? 

KAnDEElY:  Yes,  that ' s  a  good  idea  —  and  put  storm  windows  and  doors  on  the  rooms 
that  face  prevailing  winter  \7inds.    Also,  you  might  investigate  v/eather-s tripping, 

VAN  DEMiVN:    Isn't  that  a  rather  simple  hit  of  carpentry? 

KADEEELY:    If  you're  handy  with  tools  —  yes.     If  you  do  the  work  yourself,  use 
felt  —  or  wood,  —  or  simple  metal  stripping,     Taclc  it  tight  —  "between  tlie  window 
(or  door)  and  the  frame,    No\7  if  you're  going  to  use  claoorate  metal  stripping, 
"better  call  in  a  professional, 

VAN  DElvi/lN:    And  have  the  joh  done  right.     I  see  you  don't  have  complete  faith  in 
women  as  carpenters,  • 

KADEiEELY:  Well,  getting  a  house  made  heat-tiglit  is  a- long-time  investment,  and  you 
v^fant  the  jo"b  done  right, 

VAN  IEIvLi\N:  Yes,  of  course.  Nov/  here '  s  a  pro"blem,  TThat  n,re  wo  going  to  do  v/ith  tho 
"Fresh  air"  folks,  I  mean  the  peopTe~who  swoar  they  never  sleep  a  vdniz,  iTithout  all 
the  windows  open  —  and  a  polar  wind  tearing  througla  the  whole  house, 

KiVDBEELY:     Tell  'en  to  live  in  a  tent  —  right  out  in  the  elements, 

VAN  DELLIN:    Vfouldn't  that  he  a'-"biit*-:-.A  harsh? 
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IClDlSBLy:    7oll,  mnyhe  so.     If  thoy  nust  have  all  the  'bedroom  vdndov/c;  open,  they 
cnn  shut  the  doors  tight,  put  a  rur  or  "blanket  in  front  of  the  door  —  and  of 
course  turn  off  all  the  heat  in  the  room. 

VAN  DEMAIT:    One  thing  more.     In  v/ar  tine,  when  v/e'ro  trying  to  save  fuel  —  the  day- 
time room  temperature  —  reco: anendcd  for  gro'.m'-ups  in  good  health  —  is  not  the 
usual  72  degrees  Fahrenheit. 

KADIEELY:    Ho,  it's  65  degrees.    Siat  is,  for  normal  adults,  in  good  health.  Reduc- 
ing the  temperature  from  72  to  65  may  save  as  mtxch  as  one-fifth  of  the  vantor's  fuel 
needs.    At  ni^t,  the  temperature  nay  he  reduced  even  more,    ivlalre  it  55  or  60 
degrees  -  and  save  even  more  fuel, 

YAN  lEMilN:    We'll  have  extra  covers 'hand^'-,  for  extra  cold  nights,    Wallace,  we'd 
"better  keep  ourselves  well  infonnod,  about  the  fuel  situation.    I.iy  guess  is  v/e'll 
have  plenty  of  questions  to  ansv/er  the  next  time  v/e  have  a  session  on  hoxi  to  save 
fuel  -  and  at  the  some  time  keep  warn  and  well. 

Z-VDIEEIY:    All  rij^t,  Euth,  we'll  try  to  know  the  ans-./crs.    But  the  main  thing  to 
rememher  now  is  to  check  your  house  to  see  that  it-'e     "heat-ti^t" ,  and  check  your 
heating  plant,  pjid  where  possiole  liaye  oil  burners  converted  to  coal  burners. 
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